March 20, 2000

[Contact Name]

[Ad Agency or PR Firm]

[Address]

[City, ST ZIP]

Dear [Contact Name]:

Public awareness and media coverage are the desperately needed tools to save the life of a 5½ year-old boy who has a fatal, degenerative genetic disorder.  I am writing to ask for your assistance in this urgent cause.

Situation Summary

With no previous medical knowledge or experience, Greenwood, Indiana resident, Philip Milto has been a key player in a worldwide effort to develop and test a genetic treatment to an inherited degenerative neurological disorder that has beset his 5 ½ -year old son, Nathan.  The fatal disorder, known as Batten Disease, has already taken much of Nathan’s vision, and some of his motor skills and mental faculties.  Eventually Batten Disease will take his life – unless the genetic treatment developed by Dr. Mark Sands of St. Louis’ Washington University goes to clinical trial.  This viable treatment exists today; it only needs to be tested.  To get there, Milto has taken it upon himself to work with scientists and researchers from all over the world, the Food and Drug Administration and the National Institutes of Health.  His goal is to get Dr. Sands’ gene therapy to clinical trial – trial on children, and Nathan in particular.

Needs

Since this potential cure exists now, Milto is desperately working to overcome the “non-science” obstacles to fighting and winning Nathan’s Battle with Batten Disease:  

· Funding for research: $2 million start-up capital is needed.

· Sponsor to coordinate the testing.

· Facility to produce the drug.

· Neurologists to administer the therapy.

Actions
To overcome these obstacles, an awareness campaign has been initiated.   Targets include local press and news broadcasts, national press, publications, talk- and news- television, foundations, philanthropists, politicians, and corporations.

Every major local news network has done a story on Nathan.  We have the commitment of Russ McQuaid of Fox 59 News and Natalie Simms Holzer of Channel 8 News to assist in any way.  The Daily Journal in Greenwood has run two articles, one on the front page.  It can be referenced in their web site: <www.thejournalnet.com> under “Nathan Milto.”  Bryan Corbin, Daily Journal News Editor, believes Nathan’s Battle is “national press stuff.”  And we have the interest of Q95’s Tom Griswold.

Your Help 

But we need your help!  We need national exposure to quickly raise the $2 million needed to get the tests underway, and to appeal to potential Sponsors and test administrators.  Please consider taking Nathan’s Battle as a pro bono account.

Every day that goes by robs Nathan of gifts you and I take for granted.  Help us to stop the progression of this cruel disease, and give Nathan and his family hope.  More information on Nathan’s Battle is available in a website the Miltos created: www.milto.com/Nathan.  I would be happy to discuss the story in more detail with you, and will call you in a few days to follow-up.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[Your First and Last Name], Friend of the Miltos

Email: <[email address]>

Phone: [area code and daytime phone number]

Address:  [street address, C/S/Z]

Enclosed: 
Pitch Letter Samples and Photo


