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February 23, 1999

Friend and or Sponsor

123 Main Street

Greenwood, In. 46142

July 22, 1999

Re:
Benefit Dinner
Dear Friend and or Sponsor,
I am writing to you on behalf of a terminally ill child whose family is desperately searching for help.  Nathan Milto is a 5-year-old little boy who has recently been diagnosed with a rare and fatal neurological chromosome deficiency disease known as Batten Disease.  This degenerative neurological disease takes no mercy on its young victims.  Nathan has currently lost most of his vision.  The child who once ran a played like other children his own age, now often runs into walls and requires constant help with routine tasks.  Nathan’s future will consist of seizures, loss of motor control, as well as loss of ability to think and reason coherently.  Eventually, Nathan will end up bedridden and will require a feeding tube for nourishment.  The life expectancy for a child with Batten disease is ten to twelve years of age.

Perhaps the saddest and most frustrating thing about this horrible disease is the way it baffles doctors and scientist alike.  Doctors actually know very little about Batten Disease or how it can be treated.  What doctors do know however, is that only 1 in 100,000 people carry the type of recessive gene for Batten Disease.  Both parents must carry that same type of gene in order for their children to be affected.  Only one in four children born from parents, both with the same type of gene will end up with Batten Disease.  At this time, the only hope of the future lies in research for these unfortunate families.

Since Batten Disease is so rare, there is actually very little being done in the area of research.  Scientists continue to pursue medical research that could someday yield an effective treatment for this hopeless disease, but lack of funding is a constant obstacle.  It is for this reason that we are trying to do something to help.

In our effort to help Nathan and his family, we are organizing a dinner benefit to raise money for Batten research.  This benefit will take place on October 8th at Primo Banquet hall on the Southside of Indianapolis.

We would like to ask that you consider supporting our efforts to help this family in need.  You could help by doing one of two things.  We are currently collecting donated items to use in a raffle/auction.  We are also seeking corporate and individual patrons to sponsor tables at the October benefit.  The minimum cost to sponsor a table is $100.00.  Those who choose to sponsor a table will have their name displayed on a table.  We hope that you will be able to support this worthwhile cause.

Please keep the Milto family in your prayers.  Additional information about Nathan and his condition may be obtained through his web site.  The web address for Nathan's Battle is http://nathansbattle.com.  Pass this web address on to anyone you know.  Someone may have information that could benefit Nathan and his family.

Sincerely,
Denise Sedgwick
Nathan's Battle

