March 27, 2000

Mr. Mark Cuban

[Company]

[Address]

Dallas, TX [Zip Code]

Dear Mark,

Many congratulations on your business successes!  As a fellow IU grad (1987) and entrepreneur, I follow your career in the Indianapolis Business Journal.  Like many, I am intrigued with your ventures.  

However, I am writing for a different reason.  My nephew, Nathan Milto, has always been advanced for his age.  At age two, he was hitting baseballs pitched to him, and played basketball, soccer and hockey with unusual skill for his age.  He also showed advanced intellectual development.  My brother, Philip Milto, was proud and excited about his first born’s potential academic and athletic abilities.  But, everything changed just before Nathan’s fourth birthday.  The boy with the world in his hands soon found his world crashing down.

Philip and his wife, Tricia, first knew something was wrong when they took him to a movie and the lights dimmed. Nathan froze in his steps, and stuck his arms straight out.  After eye exams revealed a condition that is typically accompanied by other disorders, Nathan began an endless series of tests.  Philip and Tricia’s worst nightmare was confirmed: a rare disorder that was fatal called Batten Disease.  Batten Disease is an inherited degenerative neurological disorder that has already taken most of Nathan’s vision, and some of his motor skills and mental abilities.  

While no treatment or cure was known to exist, Philip took it upon himself to find one, despite his inexperience in the medical field.  In summary, he has coordinated meetings with Batten Disease researchers from around the world.  Through these meetings, scientists have collaborated their efforts and developed a viable treatment.  Though it has never been tested, it offers hope for Nathan and other children with Batten Disease.   Philip is currently working with the FDA and the National Institutes of Health to get the drug to clinical trial.  An entrepreneur himself, he developed a business plan to present to potential manufacturers and sponsoring companies to convince them to pursue development and testing of the drug.  Taking all variables into consideration, Philip estimates necessary start-up capital to be approximately $2 million.  

Now, we are in a race against time.  To get the drug to clinical trial requires funding – and fast.  To accomplish this, we are working to raise awareness of Nathan and Batten Disease both locally and nationally.  So far, every local Indianapolis news station has covered Nathan’s story.  We have the interest of Tom Griswold (syndicated radio station Q95 personality), 48 Hours has committed to interview Philip and Tricia, and we are writing to a few people we hope can help. 

With every passing day, Nathan deteriorates a little more.  It is heart-wrenching to watch this once vibrant child struggle with routine tasks.  Nathan is currently 5 ½ years old and a student at Indiana School for the Blind.  At this point, Philip and Tricia and all of Nathan’s supporters are desperately working to raise the $2 million needed to begin testing.

Please help us by your philanthropy.  We realize that many people may ask you to contribute to a variety of causes.  In this case, please know that your generosity could save lives – Nathan’s life, and the lives of other children with Batten Disease.  More information on Nathan and his battle against Batten’s Disease is available in a website Philip created: www.nathansbattle.com.  I would be happy to provide more information.  Please also feel free to contact Philip directly.  Our contact information is below.

If this request comes at an inconvenient time, we wish you continued success and ask that you keep Nathan in your prayers.  My last request is that you forward Nathan’s story to others who may be able to help.  Mark, I look forward to hearing from you.  Thank you in advance for any assistance you can give.  With the help of you and others, Nathan has a fighting chance.

Yours very truly,

[Your name]



Philip Milto, Jr. (Nathan’s Father)

Please send all donations to:
Friend of the Miltos


Email: pmilto@indy.net


Nathan’s Battle Foundation
Email:




Phone: (317) 888-7396


459 South State Road 135
Phone:  









Greenwood, IN 46142

