








March 27, 2001

















Dear				,





Two years ago six-year-old Nathan Milto was diagnosed with a fatal degenerative neurological disorder called Batten disease.  This disease takes no mercy on its young victims.  Nathan is currently blind and is regressing in skills that he had once mastered.  Every day he struggles to do normal daily activities.  The child who once ran and played like other children now often runs into walls and requires constant help with routine tasks.  Nathan’s future will consist of seizures, loss of motor control, as well as loss of the ability to think and reason coherently.  Eventually, Nathan will end up bedridden and will require a feeding tube for nourishment.  The average life expectancy for a child with Late Infantile Batten’s Disease is ten years of age.  It is heartbreaking to see this wonderful boy struggle so much and understand what the future has in store for this innocent boy.  This plague bestowed on the Milto family has been extremely agonizing to live with.





On March 12, 2001, complete devastation overcomes the Milto family when test results from their youngest son, P.J. who is 3 years old, comeback positive for Late Infantile Batten disease. The Milto family is attempting to deal with the unbearable diagnosis of their youngest son. 





But the Milto’s story is actually very positive and full of hope.  When first being informed of Nathan’s illness the medical community advised them that there was nothing that could be done, go home and try to cope with the disease.  The Milto’s did not accept this response and set out on their own to find a cure for this dreadful disease.  After countless hours of research, the Milto’s have identified a viable cure to this disorder and recruited Cornell University to undertake the development of this cure.  A formal project is in place with Cornell University’s Institute of Genetic Medicine to initiate a clinical trial.  This project began on October 1 2000 and the third stage of this project started on March 15, 2001.  This cure will not only help Nathan and P.J. but potentially 50,000 other children afflicted with over 40 other related diseases.  The progress has been so remarkable that the national news program, 48 Hours, will be airing a story in May 2001 about the tremendous progress and promise they have achieved.





The reason I am writing you is that you are a leader in the community and I seek advice from you to help solve a problem for the Milto’s.  The problem that I need your advice in solving is how to obtain the necessary funding to support the development of the cure.  I believe that you have the knowledge and relationships that can help them.  They need your assistance to get in touch with other community leaders who can jointly or independently assist us in obtaining the necessary funding.  Cornell estimates $2 million is needed to fund the clinical trial and we have raised just over $300,000.  Cornell is allowing us to pay them $100,000 per month because of the tremendous promise the project has, but we only have a few months to raise additional funding.  Timeframes can be shortened greatly the sooner we can obtain full funding.  Money is what is jeopardizing Nathan’s and P.J.’ life.  A donor can make a difference and save children’s lives around the world.





























I am interested in obtaining your suggestions on how to get in touch with other leaders to help us move forward with development of this cure.  Copies of our work plan and cost estimates are available for your review.  I look forward to your advice.  For additional information you can visit www.nathansbattle.com.








Sincerely, 								Phil Milto


									Nathan’s Battle Foundation


									459 State Road 135 South


									Greenwood, In. 46142


YOUR NAME							(317) 888-7396


Email: pmilto@indy.net





